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Stolen. Collected. Obscured: The Pinkus/Ehrlich Collection and the Museum
Angewandte Kunst
7 June to 9 December 2018

What responsibility do museums have, even today, in relation to art looted by the Nazis? As
part of a joint project undertaken by a number of Frankfurt museums, this exhibition at the
Museum Angewandte Kunst will present the story of the Pinkus/Ehrlich collection as a case
study.

In 1940, the Museum Angewandte Kunst (known at the time as the Museum fur
Kunsthandwerk) acquired several very valuable silver jugs, bowls and sets of cutlery
belonging to the Jewish collector Joseph Pinkus, or to his heir, Hedwig Ehrlich. In 1949, the
museum gave back the artefacts - except for twelve items which, according to the inventory
register, had been destroyed by fire during the war. In 2017, however, researchers
investigating the provenance of works in the museum’s collection were able to identify
precisely those 17th and 18th-century silver objects. After the Second World War, the
museum had deliberately obscured their origin.

In presenting this particular example, the exhibition will illustrate how provenance research
at the museum is carried out, while at the same time underlining the importance of a culture
of memory continuing into the future.

The exhibition forms part of the joint project Gekauft. Gesammelt. Geraubt? Vom Weg der
Dinge ins Museum with the Historisches Museum, the Judisches Museum, the Weltkulturen

Museum and the Fritz-Bauer-Institut, Frankfurt am Main.

Curators: Dr Katharina Weiler, Grit Weber
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Director
Prof. Matthias Wagner K

Curators
Dr Katharina Weiler, Grit Weber

Location

Museum Angewandte Kunst
Schaumainkai 17

60594 Frankfurt am Main

Information

T +49 69 212 31286

F +49 69 212 30703
www.museumangewandtekunst.de

Opening hours
Tue, Thu-Sun 10 am - 6 pm, Wed 10 am - 8 pm

Admission
12 EUR, reduced 6 EUR

Press contact

Dorothee Maas and Natali-Lina Pitzer

T +49 69 212 32828 / 73243

F +49 69 212 30703
presse.angewandte-kunst@stadt-frankfurt.de
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